
New Construction Best 
Practices Pilot



What will you learn today?
• Benefits of participating
• Participation process and timeline
• How to complete the application
• Technical requirements for eligible building types
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Who are the presenters?
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Emily Golen
• Program Manager and

Energy Engineer
• B.S Mechanical Engineer

Prachi Sharma
• Outreach Lead
• B. Architecture and M.S.

Sustainable Management



Pilot Key Objectives
• Practical, low-risk solutions
• Clear requirements and predictable benefits
• Streamlined participation process (low time

investment)
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How?

6

• Focused on practical, low-risk
energy efficiency measures

• Created energy models for
standard building types

• Used those models to create
standard incentive rates
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• Incentives are calculated

on a per square foot basis

• Designed for 1-5-year

simple payback with

incentives

How?



Benefits for Design Firms

• Third party unbiased review

• Incentives available for
design teams that complete
the program's design
worksheet
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There is an opportunity for 
the design team to receive 
a payment of $5,000 for 
accurate submission of the 
program's design worksheet
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• Reduce operating costs
• Building owner incentive to offset

first cost of energy efficiency
measure installation

Benefits for Commercial, 
Industrial and Public Sector 
Buildings



Participation Timeline
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SUBMIT
Application and Design Documentation

Technical participation
Complete Best Practice Workbook and receive 

new construction technical assistance

CONCEPT 
DESIGN

SCHEMATIC 
DESIGN

DESIGN 
DEVELOPMENT

CONSTRUCTION 
DOCUMENTS CONSTRUCTION PROJECT CLOSE 

OUT

RECEIVE 
Incentive 
Payment

RECEIVE Design 
Incentive 
Payment
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Best practices: tailored incentives for 
achieving a set of energy efficiency best 
practices for certain markets:

•Multi-Family and Assisted Living

•Office or Medical Office

•Parking Garage

•Retail and Grocery

•Warehouse and Industrial

Best Practices



Eligibility requirements:
•Minimum of 5,000 ft2

•Project is in design phase prior to permit

•The building must be a commercial building as
defined by state and local building codes

•Project must meet or exceed all base Best
Practice energy efficiency requirements.

•Projects must be served by Consumers Electric
and Consumer’s Gas and Electric Services (no
Consumer’s gas only project)
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Application
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Application
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Application
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Application
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Technical Assistance Timeline
Meet with 

Energy Engineer

Provide updated 
drawings and 

Workbook

Energy 
Engineering 

Review

Discuss requirements with 
Energy Engineer

Owner incentive is 
Reserved, Design 
incentive is paid

Provide all requested 
construction 

documentation

Construction 
Completion

Site Verification

Owner Incentive 
payment

Requirements 
not met

Requirements 
met
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Multi-family 
Requirements

Best Practice Measures - $0.05/GSF
• Window U-value
• Interior Lighting Power Density
• Common Area Lighting Controls
• Exterior Lighting Power
• Cooling System Efficiency
• Fan Efficiency

Advanced Measures
• Advanced Wall Assembly – $0.02/GSF
• Heating System Efficiency - $0.01/GSF
• Water heating – $0.03/GSF
• Energy Star Appliances - $0.01/GSF
• Advanced Thermostats - $0.01/GSF
• Energy Recovery - $0.01/GSF
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Best Practice Measures – $0.09/GSF
• Window U-value
• Interior Lighting Power Density
• Interior Lighting Controls
• Exterior Lighting Power
• Exterior Lighting Controls
• Cooling System Efficiency
• Demand-controlled Ventilation
• Low-Flow Plumbing Fixtures

Advanced Measures
• Advanced Wall Assembly - $0.02/GSF
• Advanced interior Lighting – $0.01/GSF
• Heating Efficiency - $0.02/GSF
• Task Tuning - $0.02/GSF

Office Requirements
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Parking Garage 
Requirements

Best Practice Measures - $0.04/GSF
• Interior Lighting Power Density
• Interior Lighting Controls
• Exterior Lighting Power
• Exterior Lighting Controls

Advanced Measures
• Advanced interior Lighting - $0.01/GSF
• Advanced Ventilation Controls - $0.03/GSF
• Heating Efficiency - $0.05/GSF
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Retail 
Requirements

Best Practice Measures - $0.15/GSF
• Interior Lighting Power
• Exterior Lighting Power
• Exterior Lighting Controls
• Efficient Cooling Equipment
• Demand-Controlled Ventilation

Advanced Measures
• Advanced Wall Assembly - $0.02/GSF
• Advanced Interior Lighting - $0.02/GSF
• Advanced Heating Efficiency - $0.02/GSF
• Task Tuning - $0.02/GSF
• Efficient Refrigerated Cases - $25/ft of case
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Warehouse 
Requirements

Best Practice Measures - $0.10/GSF
• Interior Lighting Power
• Interior Lighting Controls
• Exterior Lighting Power
• Exterior Lighting Controls

Advanced Measures
• Cooling Equipment - $0.02/GSF
• Gas heating equipment - $0.02/GSF
• Advanced Wall Assembly - $0.02/GSF
• Advanced Interior Lighting - $0.03/GSF
• Demand Controlled Ventilation - $0.02/GSF



24

Submit this form accurately 
to receive a payment of 
$5,000!

Design Team Payment



Key Items to Remember

• Bring your projects to our team early in design
• Stay engaged with our technical team throughout the design process



Incentive StructureBuilding Type Incentive Rate Design Incentive
Multi-Family and Assisted Living Measure are incentivized at $0.05/gross square feet 

(gsf) of Multi-Family space with additional incentives 
available for optional advanced measures

Design firms can earn $5000 
for the accurate submission 
of design workbooks for 
each building type.Office or Medical Office Measure are incentivized at $0.09/gross square feet 

(gsf) of Office space with additional incentives 
available for optional advanced measures

Parking Garage Measure are incentivized at $0.04/gross square feet 
(gsf) of Parking Garage space with additional 
incentives available for optional advanced measures

Retail and Grocery Measure are incentivized at $0.15/gross square feet 
(gsf) of Retail and Grocery space with additional 
incentives available for optional advanced measures

Warehouse and Industrial Measure are incentivized at $.10/gross square feet 
(gsf) of Warehouse and Industrial space with 
additional incentives available for optional advanced 
measures
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Contact Information
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Prachi Sharma
Outreach Lead
608-210-7107
psharma@slipstreaminc.org

Emily Golen
Program Manager and 
Energy Engineer
608-210-7120
egolen@slipstreaminc.org

mailto:jfreidel@Seventhwave.org
mailto:jfreidel@Seventhwave.org


Questions?
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Thank you!
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